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ABSTRACT

CT Findings of Toxoplasmic Encephalitis in AIDS
Pisit Wattanaruangkowit, M.D.* Bussaya Sujitranooch, M.D.**
* Department of Radiology Faculty of Medicine, Thammasat University

** Division of Radiclogy, Chonburi Hospital

Opportunistic infection is the most important problem among the large number of AIDS patients.
Toxoplasmic encephalitis is one of the most common CNS infections. CT scan is useful and cost-
effective in the diagnosis and treatment of the patients. We performed a retrospective analysis of CT
findings of toxoplasmic encephalitis in 50 AIDS patients who were responsive to antitoxoplasmic therapy
and had clear radiologic response on the follow up CT scan. The analysis included number, size,
location, density, pattern of enhancement and surrounding brain edema and mass effect of the lesions.
We founded that toxoplasmic encephalitis had multiple lesions in 78%. The three most common location
of lesions are gray-white matter junction, cortex and basal ganglia. Most lesions were isodensity or
hypodensity with irregular/conglomerate ring and nodular enhancement. All lesions had surrounding

-brain edema and over half of them had severe mass effect with shifting of midline structure or hydrocephalus.






