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Mental Health Problems and Academic
Problems of 35 Students with Special Need
in Wat Bangkhan Primary School,
Patumthani

Paritat Watiktinkorn, M.D.* Pranee Channarong, M.Sc.*

ABSTRACT

Objective ~ To survey mental health problems and academic problems of 35 primary
school students that were suspected to deserve special education.

- To provide counselling, knowledge and promote understanding, good
practice in child rearing to local school teachers and the parents.

Method ~ Target population was selected by the school teachers according to
behavioral or learning problems.

~ All of them were measured Intelligence Quotient by means of
Progressive Matrices and Visual Motor Integration by clinical psychologist.

- The subjects and their parents were in depth psychiatric interviewed
by psychiatrist.

Result and Suggesti(m

The students with IQ more than 90 were found to be 43%. They were suspected
to have learning disorders unless most of them also had behavioral or emotional problems
such as depression, family problems especially violence, substance (amphetamine) abuse and
lack of child rearing skill. The slow learners, 379, were more likely to be found 1n students
who had the characteristic of low self confident, introvert, lack of social skill, 26% of students
were categorized as mental retarded with or without physical problems.

There should be a multidisciplinary team to categorize, make final diagnosis and
provide psychosocial intervention to these groups of students. The cormrelation between academic
and mental health problems should also be further studied.

Key Words Mental health problems, Academic problems, Learning disorders, Slow

learners, Mental retardation.

* Department of Psychiatry, Faculty of Medicine, Thammasat University



