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Abstract

Teaching Family Medicine in the faculty of medicine, Mahasarakham university: The application of Transformative Learning

theory and practice
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To promote communication skills and develop good doctor-patient relationships with other health
professionals towards the achievement of “Humanized Medicine”, the Thai Medical Council
suggested the application of Transformative Learning in medical education of all medical schools in

Thailand. The Faculty of Medicine, Mahasarakham University applied the Transformative Learning theory
The qualitative study was applied in the 4" year medical students. Focus group was used to collect data
[t was shown that the students could identify that they felt empathy with patients when they provided

medical cares. They could also apply communication skills when communicated with patients as well as

with health care teams. The students were able to reflect what they learned and compared with the

Introduction:

and practice as well as dialogue in teaching Family Medicine in pre-clinical years.
Method:

from 26 students who participated in Family Medicine classes in pre-clinical years.
Result:

feelings of the patients and families.
Discussion

and Conclusion:

[t is possible that Transformative Learning influenced the students to transform themselves, to change
term of references towards oneself and others as well as patients and family. The students could perform

appropriately when they interacted with patients. This is in parallel with “Humanized Medicine” practice.

Key words: Transformative Learning, Family Medicine, Humanized Medicine
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