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Abstract

The factors related to seeking treatment at a hospital using a stroke fast track referral network system with

acute stroke patients
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Introduction:

Method:

Result:

Discussion and

Conclusion:

Cerebrovascular disease is one of the important causes of death among the global population
including Thai people. The stroke fast track referral network system was developed as a health
care service for acute stroke patients.

This study was a descriptive design, aimed at studying the factors related to seeking treat-
ment at a hospital using a stroke fast track referral network system for acute stroke patients.
The samples were comprised of 120 acute stroke patients that met the inclusion criteria. The
tools were a demographic questionnaire, data from a referral network system, and perceived
severity assessment and perceived warning signs assessment. The data were analyzed using
descriptive statistics and Chi-square.

The type of main server hospital, communication methods and perceived severity were found
to be statistically significant related to seeking treatment at the hospital for the acute stroke
patients (X* =5.19, 6.40, 7.33; p < 0.05). The total mean time used for seeking treatment of
the patients was 199.43 minutes. (S.D. = 57.85)

The factors related to the referral network system, education and creating stroke awareness
among stroke patients, and family and care givers were important. Through this referral
network system, acute stroke patients can access health care services, and receive prompt
and effective treatment. Thus patients’ complications and, disabilities can be preventable

and death rates can be reduced.

Key words: Acute stroke, Seeking treatment, Stroke fast track referral network system
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