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Abstract

Climate change and infectious diseases

Phornphan Sornchuer

change and solve the problem together.

Division of Microbiology and Immunology, Department of Preclinical Science, Faculty of Medicine, Thammasat University

Climate change affects human beings in many different ways, directly and indirectly. It is occurring as a
result of warming of the earth’s atmosphere due to human activity generating excess amounts of greenhouse
gases. The accumulation of greenhouse gases in the atmosphere generates changes in the climate. Indeed various
studies have assessed the potential impacts of climate change on human health including on the burden and
distribution of infectious diseases. The infectious diseases that will be most affected by climate change include
those that are spread by insect vectors (vector-borne diseases) and by contaminated water (water-borne dis-
eases). Understanding of the ecology of infectious diseases is required in order to protect vulnerable populations.

Moreover, government, companies and individuals should play their roles to minimize the impact of climate

Key words: Climate change, Infectious disease, Disease transmission




