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Mentality of Thai

Lertsiri Bovornkitti

Abstract

beggars portrayed in drawings

Faculty of Fine Arts, Srinakharinwirot University

Introduction:

Method:

Result:

Discussion
and Conclusion:

Begears are globally visible among the low-class populace, especially in underdeveloped
and developing countries; however, it is not entirely true that all of them are from the lower
classes of society, since a few of them have been found to be quite rich and educated.
Currently, the reasons for begging have changed over those in the past, as a good number
of beggars are hired for their performance. However, the phenomenon of begging reflects a
complex issue of social inequality that needs to be addressed. The objective of this study
was to identify reasons for begging, assessed from the mental expression of beggars through
their symbolic images.

In May and July 2016, the investigation was carried out among Thai beggars at random
locations in the streets of Bangkok and nearby provinces; the beggars were persuaded to
draw freely anything they wished on a sheet of white paper using pencils. The drawings
were subsequently analyzed in order to assess the mental expression of the beggars in the
context of symbolic images.

Off the 30 subjects (15 men and 15 women), their drawings showed mental expression
focused on their upbringing, environments and familiar things from the past, such as images
of events and persons that they had earlier encountered. Absent from their drawings were
symbolic images that expressed motivation and perceptions of life values. Female beggars
tended to have a little higher ambition and motivation than males.

The apparently weakened and incompetent lines and compositions of their drawings
reflected their lack of motivation, hope and self-esteem; however, these aspects might have
been related also to their levels of education. From the findings of the present study, it may
be concluded that the symbolic images expressed in the free drawings of the beggars in
the study reflected to a certain extent the mentality, inner thoughts and feelings, and past

experiences, which revealed their attraction to begging.

Key words: Free drawing, Mentality, Beggars, Symbolic images




