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Abstract

Clinical use of rubber disc cap from the intravenous fluid bottle as the pediatric gastrostomy tube holder
Siriphut Kiatipunsodsai

Division of Pediatric Surgery, Department of Surgery, Faculty of Medicine, Thammasat University

To study incidence of dislodgement of gastrostomy tube using Foley’s catheters with rubber disc cap
from intravenous fluid bottle as the gastrostomy tube holder.

This was a report of a descriptive retrospective study that included children (aged 0-15 years), who
had their gastrostomy tubes replaced by using Foley’s catheters and rubber disc holders during
1 June 2012 - 30 December 2013.

There were 99 catheter replacements in 16 children which used Foley’s catheters and rubber disc
holders. 87 catheters were replaced every 8 weeks as scheduled, and the others were emergency
events. The most frequent cause of the emergency replacement was the catheter displacement from
ruptured balloon, comprising 10% of all events. No events of latex allergy or dislodgement were
noted. The average length that catheter sliding in was 0.3 + 0.2 centimeters.

The additional rubber disk holder for gastrostomy tube replacement using Foley’s catheters instead
of the commercial gastrostomy ones is a safe and convenient practice. Moreover, this procedure can

reduce the dislodgement and granulation tissue formations dramatically. There is no event of latex

allergy.

Key words: Gastrostomy tube replacement, Foley’s catheter, Complication, Rubber disc holder




